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the railrosd from Peshora %0 '&‘orlm%x{
] . - -

Jth- Vorkuta reglon is & second Don basin as Tor ae c¢oel io P
ooncerned. The soal from this reglon ie esat to all the heavy induatrizs in

the: USSR, Raploitation begmn in 1930, and ecel’ \moe to be tennsported by

river until 1943, when ths reilrosd vas completsd. Vorkuta coal is. pmtically

pure anthragite, and the mines are mot deep. | | they ept the 25X1

railroad openr all) year; esven ia the winler they vourd Tam 15 60 50 tymims Asily -
£rom Vorkuta to Pomr@,wﬁ‘_@mgummmq—j :
had a gqurplus vhich $hey could nob% ship. | 251

thars was enocugh coel in ?orlmtm to suprly &ll of Buasis
fermnmrﬁloo or 180 yeare. - :

" the ninse ware well mecheaised. Thie
ie not enrprising if ome considera that sll equipment produced im Bnssim wae _
at the u.'ll or theo labor Campao, vhieh get first choioce of worythzag.

] 1
In 1945 they discovered & new territon in %:mryc about 79 ka frow Vorkuia,
ral .

which is even more important than Vorkuts. 1read to ZKhal e W
-maa in the spring of 1945 but it was not finmighed|

in 1947, At Khalmaryo the wsather wae terrible snd She grousd wae ol
‘fundra. - People ‘emanot stand it Bat enginacrs
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toldD $hat at Xhalmaryo the coal is mined on the surface and ie as

gond &8 Yorkute coal. Algo, there iz coal at Khanovey and in 1941 there 25X1
from there to Khabarov.| |

nt: i

winter of 1941-42, | _ 25X1

the traing ‘ |

naet coal fro:n Inte, which 1g about 100 km from Vorkute. It is
on’ a gpur Line, 15 ks from the Yorikute-Pechora railmad. “The coal from
«Inta is not as good as Vorlmm coale : Vil

‘ coal nmﬁ | '.

! !h‘éra was a mine &t Kozhin, 140 loa from Kozhva on the Pechors=Yorkuta

{-.

railroads -And every year geologists used to be Aent into the Ura.le,

.vstarutg from Abez, to prospect for new flelds. “There would be 10 to
18 geolog!.atn[ f&'_uhayjejer had enough equipment and supplies to get
mach result.

Tiver.

they found 01l and radium along the Izhma 25X1

v

Ta

6. a aarcrsptionr\ for the ratlroad

[ f£rom Pechora to Vorkuta?

Pacho vqr. %0 Vorkuta ig 486 m.

the freight cars are either
‘of box or half=car type and are moatly foureaxle. There are a few two-
axle cars. The number of trains daily varied from four %o 16, depending
.on the weather, Bridgoes, repalr shops, lqcomotiqe depots, water towers,
and othar buildings are almost completsly standardized in construction

. and capacity, The bulldings are nearly =ll wooden., Ths bridges are all
made of reinforced concrete. The water supply all along the way is from
gravity tanks. - thegse are heated invarnany. beceuse they 25X1
" are not. 1ns1xll_,ated'. They run a passenger train every other day.. ‘

25X1

The railrosd station-on the Pechora river is a$ Kezhva, a town of two
' thoussnd.; On the third km there is a railroad bridge, reinforced con-
crete, betwsen 1,000 and 1,200 meters long, and high enough for barges
to pess under. On the elghth km there is a vooden rallroad stmtion )
oelled Pechora. It has passenger waiting accommodations, & locomotive
depot, and repair shops, probably for minor repalr work only. Pechora
hes seven or eight station tracks which are frequently loaded to. capacity
__with coal trains going south. On the 66th km the railroad crosses the
- ‘river Sinya on a reinforced concrete bridge about 200 m long.  Before
approashing the bridge, there is a small station called Kaslovoy, with
no facilities of any Kind. . On the 110th km there is a larger station,
Kas=Yu. It has e locomotive depot, water supply. & number of barracks
‘for employees and prisoners, but no repair facilities, One mile Yeyond
this station a dridge 570 to 600 m long crosses the river Kas=Yu. On
the 142nd km there le another bridge from 400 to 5(0mlong over the river
" - Koghim, - On the 145%h km there is & station, Kozhim, which is of medium
size and has five ‘sidings and a water supply.

" On tha IGSth km there is a 200 to 250 meter br’idg’é over the river Cherneya.
On the 190th km there is a medium=rized statlon called Inta, which has a
water supply. From Inta there ig 2 spur 6f 15 km northwest %o z cosl
mining villege called Intlag.. On the 191at km the railroad crosses the

. river Inta, which 1as approximately 350 m wide. On the 222nd km there is
L e lerge station, Kochmes, with a large locomotive depot for five to six

- locomotives.  Lu also has a water supply. and ‘repair shope. There are six
or seven sldings in front of the station. The locomotive depot itself is
about one km south of the station. '

fd Vi e e - . . . L g
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At the 240th km there is & small station, M‘hpn'd. which hag water

3 . SUpply.  On the 242nd km there is a bridge absut 300 m long over the

" river Kochmeg, On the 288th Jm there ia a bridge approximately 800
B long over the river Usa. On the 290th km thers ia & small station,
- Abez, which is not important to the railroad, but is the aedministrative
... center for concentration campe of the area. On the 346th ¥m a large
station, Sivays Maskn, has a locomotive dspot and small repair shops:
They are abou$ one km south of the etation. The witer supply ig Qir-
ectly at the station, which has six or seven sildings. At the 424th kn

. 4s Khanovy, vwhich hes only a RWMM%}:‘E
. iast atation is Vorksts, at the 4aith km,

9s

104

12

13,

14.

/1% bas large locomotive depots and big repair shops.
tributaries to this reflroad |

the 1line b&t concs in nse.r-ihie river Inta, running from the Inta ‘
coal fields %o the main line. R .

the reilread troxi Yorikute to 'Unt-Vorh

Formerly they used this spur line to ship coal o Vet=Yorkuta, where the
cosl was pubt on barges and shipped down the Usa river to the Pechora
river. - But this spur line iz not important now. Since the Pechora=
Vorkuta railroad was completed in 1943 most coal movements are. by train.

the speed of the treins from Vorkuta to Pechor| |

Fvex'y train has two locomotives and they go very fast, 50 or 60 km per
hour. The passenger trains are esnecially fast. They take only 22 hours
for the 486 km. The trains run through all kinds of weather. There are

‘ many fogs end heavy storms, but the engineers just take an extra drink

}»atvodln’auandgo through. ~ R :

25X1

Phe {raffic southbound coneisted entirely £ Voriuta coal.. Northbound
traffic is aporoximately 60% empties and the balance is ‘lumber, provisions
for inhabitante and prisoners, and prisomeras themselves. The vrisoners
‘are csrried in converted box cars, 72 persons to a four~axle car and 36

to a two-axle car. They have community bunka and a stove in the middle..
The cars look like a hastily converted job. Some of these prisoners are
brought from the Far Beast, which takes as long an two months. Every day
1,000 or 1,200 prisoners would errive. Generally the number of eidings ot .
| the atations is much more than they ordinarily need. This is becsuse they
need & reserve for traine which mat await favorable weather to proceed.

The rails themselves are approximnately four inches tall.. [Probedbly the
II=A or IlI=A typey/ The switches are of what is known as the American
type. The baliast is & mixture of gravgl and sand. . The tles are soaked
‘from the_top with petroleum residue. [Frobably either final or pre=final
residus,/ o ‘ , R

I% 1s a wide gauge track, amd whea. they receive locomotives from Germany,

as they did in the last two ymarn, they changed the locomotives to the wider ‘
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. 184 railroad repair shops| \ 25X1
Thoy were large shops and well equipped. The shop in Pechora employed '

about 500 to 600 pecple end the other ones wers only slip;htly smaller. 25X1

6, | o | | | | 25X1

Bstwopen Kozhva .and: Vorluta the tundre is very bad for railroad comstruction,
The region is swampy and becomes impssanble during warm periods. In 1942 cnd
1943 we hed many eccidents, especimlly on the big curves. In 1944, they began
to liquidato these . "S" curves.

| . 25X1
At firlt tho primary desire of the authorities was to complete the railroad

at the expense. of food enzincering. Bscause of lack of adequate mpterial,’

chiefliy iron and cement and other ejuipment, it was impossible to build a

sound roadbed. Fumerous curves were built to go around marshy ground. In

1944 and 1945 materisls were raccived which mvde possible - the construction

of piles across mershy ground and the elimination of meny curves. In 1947

the ruierad was oonsidered perfected and it was tranafarrad to the Ministry
of ‘{ays of Communications.

8. | | ‘ \' 25X1

I N B A T

| , there was some plle construction at 245 km 25X1
‘-‘. ‘about two ln long. ‘ ' ' '

19. 25X1
®
200
25X1
21.
The steel and ceﬁﬁnﬁ were brought in fi'om the interior of Russia, at first
by river barges snd later by the railroad. !Most of the wood came from the
camp site. It was processed at a large mill on the Pechora. river, The’
hesd of this il was responsible to the camp comnander.
22, ‘ o - 25X1
Gravel was taken out of glaciel surf{ace deposits of guvel snd s tone, If.
was taken out by train on temporary spur lines, and used as ‘supporting material
‘for the piles along the rosdbed. The main gravel deposits used were located
at 145, 222, and 285 kms. . The stone for constructian of the bridges was taken
out of a place 15 kms aouthcast of Kozhim railroed station. This camp wes
1iguidated after completion of the bridges. They are now: 5etting stone between
45 and BO kms, at a large specipl pemnent camp. ’ 25X1
23. v ’
&c'bually the road was completed in 1943 and used, but not under the Linistry
of Communications,  In the winter of 1944 and 1945, riew construction wes’

" begun from Khalmaryu to Vorkuta. In the spring of 1944 thsy had started
th' improvomont of the road |:|-m the elimination of..curves. 25X1
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#rom April 26 to May 25, maybe ths first of June, At this time the raile
" road g.ts unste.bla because of the thaws, : .

.=5=>

~

, They have special orews thnt remove snow in winter and: ropeir and
naintain ‘thz railroad during the yeer. These brigades live alonz the railroad °
1n small demps. ) ~

There were two gusrds on every bridge, and they had apecial «unrds to chéock
your papers every 50 km on the train. This is restricted t@rritory, and only
the workers who belong here osn pass. If somebody from aioscom' wanted to go
through he had to get permission,

There are two main bridges, the destruetion of whioch would put this whole
_northern region out of sotion. One is the bridge over the Pechora river,
about two km from Xoghve. It is about 1,200 mlaggand is used only vy the
railroad; there is no road. In the winter the road runs over the ice, and in
‘the summer they use ferries. There is anothoer important dbridge over the .
river Usa, about 700 to 800siiong end eightmwide. It has one reilroad trock
and room on each side for people on foot. People must have permission to '

walk across this bridge.

the 1501at Comstruction Company men used to talk about working om &
railroad that ran 800 km from Kaisher to Komsomolsk. '~ In 1944 meny workers
from the Pechora camp were sent to this new construction. They took along two
. veterinarians to check up on the condition of horses thers, and these veteri-
narians returned snd told| |about it. |

‘ Belore the wer thevy planned to build a reilroad from Vorkute to Yugusha

| Under the new Five Year Plan they are talkin
[_about double~tracking the railroced all the m\y from Vorlmta to Kotlas, but
hhis work had not been started.

~

Hater Trmportation

- 30a

31,

52,

- -

It was by barges. » They were towed by blg boats with side wheels.

There were three or fowrn of water up as far as KaseYu. The ice zoes away
in June -= from ilay 20 to June l. After three or four days, the Pechora river
opens up for tranaport. The river Usa always opens sbout 10 days later ‘because
it ig¢ farther north. .

the river start to freeze '

after October 25, Dy November 7 it was always frozen.
- Ships can travel fram Juns 1 until October 16 or 20, ;

nv [ ': +-‘¢a.i.
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\ - for fuel on the ships \

they use wood. ) . .
\ _ \they c'arry1 e

Twe hundrad to 250 pasaengorso

they have on that river|

four blg ships and four or five smaller ah:lpse From 1941 to
19435 these little boate wers used to transport food. There were stations
along the wey at which supplies were lomded on the boats.

ore the railroad was recdy.
:l the brid;;o over the Pechora river made oﬁ:

Cement, sbeel, irons

The ahips 'go underneath.

| the depth of it ia ehout :

-three or four metars. 'rho Pachora ia not largor f.han the Usa.

Q In summer there were xmmy boets on the rivor. especio,ny before '
1941, : o

bt ]
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48,

49,

50,

51

52,

53¢

the towns on the Pechora river. goinyg upatrer.m I‘rom Kculwao

’ Nﬂa' iy’ up:traumkthora is 8 ¥omi village of about 15 huts called Krasnoyagad,
and at 18 km ia the villago of Buzaboy. @xe distances indicated are by wintex'
road, #nd 4o not nevessarily correspond to distances along !

At 36 lm is the village of Medvezhka. with about 20° hoyses.|

i !hg curront is not sc t‘aat. The river is three or l‘our n deeg.. bsmdba’nk; and

illbts male navi; zatlon hard. The banks are noi very steep. k“savement from land
to: rivgg,u rql-tin;y easy. co . - S . e

‘I’hey a.re .all dairy farns and the principal products are butber and msat, which
ere sent to the citles. Eight km southwest from Ledvezhka, alonz the west bank,
is.a large dairy farm oalled Skedrovashir, This dairy farm belongs to Inta
‘prisonsr campi’.. Here thoy have about 800 cows and 3002400 hecteres of cultivated
sreas, Elghteen km from Medvezhka on the east benk is Konetabor, a villaze of
about four houses, and here is located the ndministrative center of a few
collective farms. Five km from Konetabor is Aranets, 'n 1ittle village of about
16 houses and the nesrest place to the Urals. . Hussian geclogical cxpeditions
usually stay here en route to the Urals. 'Seven km from Aranets on the west
 barik is, Renpublih. This is the best crossing point across the rschora river.

" Care must be used alonig here to avoid the Byleyu river, a leftebank tributary.
It is very swampy and horses. can'i go throug zh it. Respublika is supposed to
have. x.e'tlahoct kolkho: in the area. e :

About five km south is located Danilovka, a villugo of about 346 houses, and abouh
five km southesst is located Eammana, About 21- m from Kommuna is Faralks, -

and 12 kn from Karalks is Voya, with about 800 people, all Hussian settlers,
They were . all exiled during the collectivizatlon period of 1929-33. iost came
from: Vgrom;h and . the Kuben rezlon. They were not prisomers, but were controiled
by ‘the m end' their return %o Russia was prohibited. ' Most worked in a factory
producing grindstones, - The factory was e co-operative belonzing to the rayon
executive committes,’ Hayupolkorn. There was slso u collective farm of about

150 hectares of cultivated area with 200 cows and 40 horses about & lu west of
Voya. Petroleum test wells were sunk in 1834, but 1o o0i1l wes foumd. About 11 Xm
from Voyd is ‘Soplyesk.. This was a Puelins station for wood-burninb river craft.
About 13 km from Soplyask is Shchugor,, About 2% houses are here. About 24 ¥m
from Shehugor, along the Shchugor river, is located wicha-Dichevnik. This is a
rmall fishing collective of about 10 homes. buring the war people here refused
to go to the ermy and ran sway to the Urals, whero they were arrested. About

70 ﬁn from Shohugor! 1: Yedzhid—Kyrta. This 1s in the coalwmlninw territory.

\

’the most da.-..ngerous psrts of the riveﬂ ‘ »

Sebween Kraenomd; und Aodvezhlca and between Resnublika and 2anilovka. Thege .

strotchea have mny cahdbanks and 1slets. ,

\;d:;lyl small pmr stations along the reilroad.

‘ At UabUsa. the to..n ia about five thousand pcpulat:.on, half fussian and
£ . ¥omi,  Here 45 m large lending stution on the river and a fish cannery.
Kozhu has about two thousand; th:t's the next biz town. A

R
[ M
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Overlend transportation in summer was very hard -= the only possible routes
were alony river benks, since inland areas were swainpj. liowever, travel.
"alony the rivers was herd beceuse of many small tribuliaries which drained
:into the larger rivers. These were narrow and deep.-: In the sprinz flcods
mede the tributeries into torrents. The ouly safe vlice tc eross them was
at their mouths., Farther up, the channels are narrow and deep, with steep
‘walls. Sometimes these little rivers were only one,'iwo, or throe m deep.
It was the stecpness of the badks that made the@ hard to. cross.

X v,

- 56, ¥ind of transportatloﬁlgrji

| mostly trectorss Travel hy horsebnck is POBSlblc. bu* it is difiicult
| because the snow is e or thrce m deep and sluahy.

56, type of tractcra‘ ‘

Caterpillar. | | +two American tractors which wers very ;obd used 25X1
them to clean the rosds. They were penerslly more durable buan the Russian
tractors, In 1945 the american trnctors wore tokon 16 Tayshet, At 25X1
Khalmeryu trscétors were used almost execlusively for ¢onstruction becsuse
snow was a serious problem, too much for horses to cope with. One trector
did about 88 much #ork as 100 horses.
S I v
57. | kind of fuel

Both, benzine and Diesel oil.

68.

69

80. '

In 1945 | got s truck that 25X1
transported food. Trucks and-automobiles were used. only sround the more
important centers, ’ : . 25X1

61, | |

82.

On the river Fechora thick foreata.‘ pine, fir cnd deciduous trees- 25X1

B biroh in the southern part. The tundre begins et Sivaya aska.

83, the best forests ‘ ’ >,
The best forests mre mlong the rivers. The stands are denser and the trees
are thicker. Between the streams, the forests are less donse and tress are
smaller. . R :

84, ‘

‘ Travel between rivers is difficult both in summer snd wintere.

* CONFIDENTIAL
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85, i
H&vement is difficult because of snow, =nd because it is ensy to met lost,
25X1
66, :
87.
The snow disappearea by June. Sometimes it snowed in Jdne, Sut not a
permanent anow. In July and Au ust it wes summer and it rained very often.
In September we again had snow, From 1 May to 1 August it 'was lizht all
24 hours. o
83, ‘construction of a road alongside the Fechorm-
Vorkuta railrbad ’ ’
The Toad wag comtrw:bcd AL ARAO4L el vae by neole dn the construction of
the reilroad. It was a corduroy road, = timbqr roads As a section of
railroad was completed, the road wes taken out. The timber in the road was
used for firewood, - There are still remnants of the road scattered here and
there, but it is no longer in use.
89, .
At Hedvezhka, on the Pechora river, there aturts a road that is used only in
the winter. It rums through the forest to Skedraeyn, about 100 km. The roed
‘Tollows tho Oronets river for 26 lm and then turna eastward to Skedrasyn.
70. thore an airfield ]
. — :
bust weat of the town of Pechora, which is about eirht_mLthnj
Kozhva. i .
710 ) >
stﬂsa 15 o town of about five thousand peopls. ‘ ‘
neverieard of an airfield being there. But there is sn airport at Abesz, It
Is right in the middle of the town, which is nothing but a biy pr:lzoncr campe
72 .
there 1s a large axrfield at Vorkutan It was one
of the terminals for a dirsct mirline from Moscow, ‘ ‘ S
73, Jther airfields in that region B \
‘i‘here ‘uééd ‘to be an smergency landing field et Kozhi.rﬁ‘, but there were no
buildings «- just a fields Thers would be zood places to land on the bi- -.:..
collective farm near Shchugor, and on some of the other dairy farms, because
the vround alrendy has been cleared. .
 The
some seaplamsy land on the river Pechora, mnesr Kozhva.
75a
e end -
Enclosures ..

o Pochon-Vorkuu Ruuroa,d.
At
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